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Alisa Golden : Unique Handmade Books  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Unique Handmade Books: 

27 of 27 people found the following review helpful. Another excellent manual from Alisa GoldenBy bookartsMs. 
Golden's previous book, "Creating Handmade Books", was my introduction to bookbinding. I made my first books 
using her directions, so it was with great anticipation that I opened the cover of her latest book. I was not disappointed 
in the least here. Again, the book is chock full of both traditional and non-traditional binding methods. There are some 
really clever ideas in here, and the artists books she shares are wonderful. I spent an hour just looking at the pictures. I 
have made several books using the directions in "Unique Handmade Books" and had no problems following them and 
was very satisfied with the results. I own 20+ books on bookbinding, and this book will land on the top of the pile to 
be referred to again and again. This title is of special interest to those who create artists books - it is not about fine 
binding, it is about creating beautiful, original, "unique handmade books" and it is indispensible to anyone interesting 
in creating just that.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly RecommendBy Judith D. 
RaceInformative and well written especially for those of us who are still learning this art.5 of 5 people found the 
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following review helpful. Another excellent title from Alisa GoldenBy Mark AndersonI own and use in the classroom 
Golden's previous title, "Creating Handmade Books" already. For my art students who are interested in exploring 
beyond those bookforms in the earlier title, "Unique Handmade Books" provides me with an excellent companion 
book. Both titles are clearly written and beautifully reproduced, with lots of wonderful photographs of diverse 
bookform designs. I can't keep my students out of the books!

Every one of these astonishing and original projects will redefine your idea of how a book should look. No simple 
rectangles here, but one-of-a-kind volumes folded like an accordion; shaped and themed, with windows and 
envelopes; thickly sewn and decoratively woven; dressed in "wedding netting" for a bride; and made out of paper 
bags. There are even containers for protection and display, and they can enhance the meaning of a book's text. Along 
with advice on paints, inks, stencils, transfers, and distressed covers, you'll find fun ways to make collaborative books, 
including ones to create with a child.

.com Most people visualize a book as the standard set of text-laden pages bound between two covers. But this 
traditional format is simply one of the nearly infinite possibilities once an artist gets ahold of the concept, as Alisa 
Golden ably demonstrates in Unique Handmade Books. Against the backdrop of her own work as well as the 
contributions of 13 other book artists, Golden explores various approaches to creating one-of-a-kind handmade 
"books." Dozens of project instructions teach you how to make assorted book forms, including accordion-fold 
constructions, pocket pages, simple binding methods, and more unusual forms such as tunnel books (layered boxed 
scenes resembling dioramas) or Jacob's ladder books. You'll also learn less tangible skills such as how to find ideas, 
play with design concepts, and make a collaborative book. Since these creations are often more like mixed-media 
sculpture than volumes to be read, the projects serve more as a general guide for exploring our own creativity than 
making exact duplicates of Golden's offerings. Experienced crafters, and even very adventurous beginners, will find a 
wealth of inspiration here. --Amy Handy 


