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Tony Koester : Realistic Model Railroad Operation: How to Run Your TrainsLikethe Real Thing (Model
Railroader Books) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Realistic Model Railroad Operation: How to Run Y our Trains Like the Real Thing (Model Railroader Books):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must have for any serious model railroaderBy ndwolf68Tony
Koester does a great job of explaining many things that most entry-level model railroaders never even think of .First,
he explains why you would want to operate a layout versus watching atrain go 'round in circles. Then he leads you,
both pictorally and with engaging text, on ajourney of learning how to operate like the Prototype (aka Real) railroads
do, starting with the very basics. Tony talks about some basic design considerations when building or expanding a
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layout, what you'll need, and how easy it isto start and add in those facets of real railroading that Y OU the builder
owner of alayout would like. And, if you're just an armchair modeler, Tony shows you how to enjoy other people's
layouts, operating on club layouts, and even having operations on a small switching layout, if you're tight on space.As
aformer editor of Railroad Model Craftsman, the author of severa other books, and countless articlesin Model
Railroader Magazine Tony has hit a homerun with this book. It is a must-have for any novice or experienced model
railroader.21 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Fills a Needed NicheBy John A Lee llIMany people
find themselves fascinated by railroads and get caught up in the hobby of building model railroads but are hampered
by one big problem. They don't know how the real thing operates. If the act of building is the fascination, then this
poses no problem but if you actually want to do anything with the trains besides watch them go around and around,
you need to learn something about the real thing. That's where this book comes in handy.It explains various aspects of
how railroads operate in the real world and then explains how enthusiasts have modeled those operations. The book is
readable and clearly written. Even so, so material may take a few readings to properly understand. It is aworthwhile
investment.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. THE definitive work on Model Railroad OperationsBy
Time Bandit100After joining alarge model railroad club where realistic operations are the norm, this book was
recommended reading by the instructor. It doesn't disappoint - everything you need and want to know in an easy to
understand format. Will be a standard reference for yearsto come.

Make your railroad more true to life and interesting, by adopting realistic operation principles. Coversthe history,
practice, terminology, and benefits of operating realistically. Guides you through the steps leading to realistic
operation, and includes pictorial examples of working model railroads and realistic operating sessions.



