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Cheryl Oberle : Folk Shawls: 25 knitting patterns and tales from around the world (Folk Knitting series) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Folk Shawls: 25 
knitting patterns and tales from around the world (Folk Knitting series): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Charming and usefulBy Kristen StieffelFolk Shawls is mostly a 
pattern book. There are many great anecdotes about the countries the shawls derive from, and historical information 
about how the shawls were derived. The shawls are all lovely, and range from simple to complex.Oberle does not 
waste the experienced knitter's time with a how-to section. There is a "techniques" chapter, but it only gives 
instructions for specific methods used in the patterns. These are methods that will probably be familiar to experts, but 
the chapter is informative for beginning and intermediate knitters.I say it's "mostly" a pattern book, but the 
construction of each design is broken down in such a way that a knitter of intermediate or higher skill level could 
adapt it for a different yarn and gauge. So in that sense, it is also a book of inspiration.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Wonderful and easy to understand instructionsBy K. SchonlauI bought this book after 
admiring a shawl knit by someone in my knitting group(The Wool Peddler's Shawl). I simply had to have it.There are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1883010594


25 patterns in the book and stories about each shawl and how they came to be. The shawls illustrated are beautiful and 
show the craftsmanship and design skills of knitters around the world.The directions are clear and easy to follow, no 
matter what level of skill you have. In addition, the beginning of the book shows techniques one needs in order to knit 
the various shawls. The book illustrates triangular, square and rectangular shawls.I have enjoyed reading this book to 
see how various shawls came to be and I can't wait to begin the Wool Peddler's Shawl and show it off to my knitting 
friends. It's well worth the price and a good value.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Attractive, well-
designed shawlsBy Mary AnnNice selection of shawls with a variety of skill levels. They are all wearable.

Shawls are currently making a huge comeback in the fashion world, but many people do not realize that the shawl has 
been worn for many centuries and in many cultures. This collection of patterns and traditions features shawls from 
around the world. From the Himalayas to Spain, from Iceland to Japan, and from Mexico to Norway, many of the 
shawls featured here have been taken from examples of historic knitted shawls. Other designs have been translated 
into knitwear from patterns for woven or lace shawls. Included are 25 patterns as well as historical and cultural 
information about shawls that have been used for prayer and mourning, as bridal veils, and as christening garments. 
Each design is presented with a full-page color photo, written instructions, and charts.

From Library JournalOberle is a freelance knitwear designer and knitting instructor whose teaching emphasis has been 
on shawls and lace. Folk Shawls, her first book, features designs for 25 beautiful shawls derived from folk traditions 
around the world, including Ireland, Scotland, Japan, the Faroe Islands, Iceland, Victorian England, Russia, Mexico, 
South America, Norway, the Himalayas, Spain, Native America, and the American heartland. Oberle introduces each 
shawl with a brief description of its cultural background, and her instructions include a full-color photo of the shawl, a 
materials list, and both written and charted instructions. This outstanding contribution to the literature of knitting is 
generally recommended for public libraries and textile collections. Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. "If 
I had to have just one shawl book, this would likely be it." KnitNet 


